


























3. The route down Lilienthal Creek (T.25S.;R.12W., Sections 20 and 30) will cross the entirety of the
Brunschrnid Wetland Reserve Project (WRP) that has a perpetual easement held by the U.S.D.A. Farm
Services Agency. This site has had significant restoration work during 2008 and was completed in the
winter of 2009. Juvenile coho salmon (a Federally-listed Threatened species) were found during fish
surveys in this wetland. We expect chronic sedimentation problems to occur in this wetland and Lilienthal
Creek if the pipeline parallels the stream down this valley.

4. Across East Bay Drive-and hydrologically connected to the Brunschrnid WRP-are high quality tidal
fringe wetlands (low and high salt marsh) adjacent to the Cooston Channel that have also been identified
as having potential for long-term protection and enhancement. These wetlands are in CBEMP zones 18RS,
18A-CA and 18B-CA. The area includes sites (U-12 and U-16(a)) identified as "high" priority for wetland
mitigation as a Management Objective (§4.5.480), and this use would appear to be precluded by a 50'
LNG pipeline right-of-way. Because juvenile coho salmon were found upstream in the Brunschrnid WRP,
they will also use this site.

5. Once it crosses the Coos River the proposed pipeline route will traverse lowlands adjacent to Catching
Slough and its tributaries (approximately MP 8.25 to MP 18). These areas provide some of the most
significant current lowland habitat for coho and Chinook salmon rearing, potential wetland restoration
opportunities, and needed riparian restoration to reduce summer stream water temperatures. Of particular
impOliance are Stock Slough (MP 10.1), the crossing in lower Catching Slough (MP 11), and Boone Creek
(MP 15.75). All these streams and sloughs are used by coho salmon, and the adjacent riparian areas
provide resources for these fish and other aquatic life. Additional information on these resources is found
in the recently completed Catching Slough Assessment and Action Plan in the Publications section of our
website (www.cooswatershed.org).

The Coos Watershed Association is interested in working with Coos County and Williams Pipeline consistent
with our mission to "support environmental integrity and economic stability within the Coos watershed." In
addition to our watershed assessments and restoration action plans, we have a deep knowledge of local
conditions and landowner concerns in the project area in the Coos Bay Frontal watershed, as well as
experience in designing and implementing water quality and habitat restoration and road upgrade projects. We
would be happy to discuss such possibilities with the project proponents as plans progress.

Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have questions or need additional information.

Cordially,

rtl~&-
Jon A. Souder, Ph.D.
Executive Director

Pursuant to the CCZLDO Section 5.7.300.4.B(4), I certify that Dr. Jon A. Souder is authorized to provide these
comments on behalf of the Coos Watershed Association.
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